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Figure 15-45 Code-required minimum clearances for masonry reinforcement.
(Drawings from Amrhein, Reinforced Masonry Engineering Handbook,
5th ed.)
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Cleanouts must be provided at the base of the wall by leaving out every
other unit in the bottom course of the section being poured. In single-wythe
hollow-unit walls, cleanout openings of at least 3 � 4 in. are located at the
bottom of every core containing dowels or vertical reinforcement, and in at
least every second core that will be grouted, but has no steel. In solidly grout-
ed, unreinforced single-wythe walls, every other unit in the bottom course
should be left out. Codes generally specify exact cleanout requirements, and
should be consulted prior to construction.

A high-pressure air blower is used to remove any debris that may have
fallen into the core or cavity. The cleanouts are filled in after inspection of
the cavity, but before the grouting begins (see Fig. 15-55). The mortar joints

506 Chapter 15 Installation and Workmanship

Figure 15-46 Code requirements for minimum masonry and grout cover for
reinforcement. (Drawings from Amrhein, Reinforced Masonry
Engineering Handbook, 5th ed.)

Figure 15-47 MSJC Code placement tolerances for masonry
reinforcement.
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